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Quabbin Green: The Certification of Public Land Forestry

Meeting of many waters; the accidental wilderneséet are harvested annually from 45,000 acres u
model watershed management; Mecca for mamagctive management, the absence of a “quota” ha
seeking solitude (and fish); drinking water sourckywed careful, sustainable practices to prevail.
for nearly half the State and source of endless coQuabbin Land Management Plan for 1995-2004
troversy. Quabbin Reservoir has added one masa&ls ways in which sustainable forest manage
distinction to all of these: the first public land in themproves upon the resilience of the natural forest cg
nation to earn Green Certification for its forest marthat protects the water supply.

agement practices.

-

Why Did MDC Seek Green Certification?

What is Green Certification? MDC felt that independent review of the agency

The concept originated as a way to improve haclaims of sustainability would provide important g i
vesting practices in the tropics, but it has expandedrances to an increasingly concerned public. il
to provide independent assessment of forestry prgroud of the logging standards on Quabbin properf
tices throughout the world. Like the “organic” labeMDC staff felt that a certification review could sufy
for food, the “green” label on forest products asgest further improvement of those standards.

Metropolitan Dis-

trict Commission/
Division of Water- SE8
shed Management .-
operations at the s
Quabbin Reservoir :j'_'
represent the first ‘.'_.‘"."_f;.-, .
public agencytobe A
“Green Certified”.

sures consumers that sustainable practices brougigo believes that support of the market for “gre
the product to market, rather than shortsighted eferest products, through the Quabbin example, “ul
ploitation. A recent survey showed that 67% of therovide incentives for private forestland owners i(

middle to upper income group had made purchasifdDC watersheds to improve their management p ”| -
decisions based on the desire to boycott produdises, thus increasing overall protection of the waf

associated with undesirable environmental impactsupply.

Sustainability Who Provides Green Certification?
Equipment restriction, stream bridging, oil spill pro-The Smart Wood program, a non-profit affiliate |fi
tection, and attention to rare and endangered spg€ Rainforest Alliance and the National Wildlife Fef
cies are among the MDC practices that contributgration, was selected to perform the Green Ceif
to “sustainability”. The practice of forestry oncation assessment. A field assessment team
Quabbin is guided by principles of watershed probrought together with MDC staff for about t
tection, not the need to feed a sawmill or to produc#eeks, during which thirty-five years of manag R

ifi ila 2-5 milli lans, forest inventory data, and—_°° Ao ),

a specific amount of revenue. While 3-5 million board \\\((((((( /
— —=—————"""PACE DO/
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timber harvesting records were painstakingly scru-
tinized. Current, past, and proposed timber har-
vesting lots were inspected for impacts on residual
resources, the productivity of the operation, and the
achievement of desired silvicultural effects. Fleld
assessment considered overall threats to forest sg
curity and health, long-term sustainability of the man-

Understanding gprawl

gprawl' it's a word that is being more and more widely
Used to describe the changing landscape here in central
Massachusetts. The effects suburban sprawl has on the
visual landscape, natural resources, community charac-
agement approach. technical quality of forest har ter, and local finances can be extreme. But what is

g PP q y fsprawl? Before we can try to address the issue, we need
vesting, landscape level impacts, optimization o

) " o first understand what it means.

forest potential, effects on local communities, andt
economic viability of the forest operations. It was

the first time any outside group had looked so inyge - consider these figures: from 1950-1980 the state’s
tensively anﬁl ObeeCt'Vely atMDC's forte15t manage-,,,jation grew 28% , while the amount of developed
ment, and the first time Smart Wood had assess€d 4 increased 188%. We have developed more than

Put simply, sprawl is excessively consumptive land

a large public holding. In addition to the time SPeNlyouble the amount of land since World War 11 than we
'did in the previous 300 years.

directly with Quabbin staff out on the watershed
the Smart Wood team also interviewed a large
cross-section of stakeholders affected directly d
indirectly by Quabbin’s forest management prac Cumulative Percent Change in Numbers of Resi-
tices. The assessment process and draft findin RGNt ks
were presented to Quabbin’s Science and Tech In MEsEEhuees (e & A2 beseiine):

cal Advisory Committee, and a public presentation
of the process was delivered following a 600 piec Developed Land
mailing to an even wider spectrum of potential stakg- ¥ Housing Units
holders. r-2/sme Bl Population

Detailed results of the certification assessment afe

available in a final report from Smart Wood. Thig20%1
report contains scores and comments on nearly 100

criteria. Scoring on applicable criteria can range,
from “extremely weak performance” (a score of
1) to “state of the art” (a score of 5). Quabbir
practices were rated 4 or 5 for all but two criteria}10%
which were rated 3 (certifiable, above the norm)|.

For practices that are state of the art, the asse$sse, f | i
‘ AN

ment makes non-binding recommendations to im-
prove or sustain current conditions. For othersg,
there are conditions attached, which must be mef%

o T L o 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998
within a short time in order to maintain certifica-
tion. An example at Quabbin includes the requirerigures and statistics adapted from the Massachusetts Audubon Societ-
ment that future harvests involving chipping musfes Xleaten o= Crouse ey 1099 s e Fsees o esene
leave behind sufficient coarse woody debris to meet
biological requirements of the site (in short, chip-  What drives such aggressive growth? Changes over
ping operations were too clean at Quabbin). Theréme in the market economy are the root of many of the
is a requirement to investigate the value of estabfactors that fuel sprawl. Trade and commerce have evolved
lishing landscape “links” between some of the iso-from being largely local and land based (agricultural/forest/
lated areas on Quabbin that have been removedaritime communities of colonial times) to today’s global
from management for various reasons (too wet, totechnology-driven economy. The result: people are more
steep, etc.). A related condition requires that MDCdispersed across the landscape and less directly connected
identify and protect unusual areas, for exampleto the resources that sustain them.
scattered small stands of extremely old tupelo a$praw: (continued on Page 3, column 1)

Quabbin Green: (continued on Page 3, column 2)
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Quabbin Green: (continued from Page 2, column 1)
Quabbin, or the several hundred vernal pools on the
watershed.

Why Might a Private Landowner Become “Green” Certified?
One incentive is the desire simply to distinguish one’s
management, no matter how small the ownership,
from less thoughtful practices. Many landowners
are frusrated by the stereotype that someone who cuts
timber as part of a sustainable management plan is
judged the same as the worst “timber beast”. The de-
sire for this type of distinction has brought many land-
owners into the Tree Farm and Forest Stewardship pro
The Thomas Basin at the Wachusett Reservoir grams. A difficult question is how much will it cost
on a warm day last summer. the smallholder to become certified? For large holdings
Cprawl: (continued from Page 2, column 2)  SUCh @s the Quabbin, the expense might average out to
The impacts sprawl has on neighborhoods arriva dollar or two per acre, but many costs are fixed, so
subtly, but they are deleterious and can be long lastinthat the per acre charge rises dramatically as the total
Orchards that once provided apples and cider in a raereage shrinks. Smart Wood is currently developing a
gion are now rows of monotypic housing “units”. Acresmodel that might solve this problem. A private consult-
of woodlands that once accompanied travelers intimg forester's management on a collection of individual
town centers are being replaced by acres of asphaltivate parcels would be certified, allowing brokerage
parking lots and strip malls, and the narrow countrgf certified wood products from many clients without
roads they once abutted are being widened and straightty of them requiring individual certification. Certifiers
ened providing a wayhrough a community rather admitthat small landowners, absolutely the norm in New
than a wayto a community. The increased need forEngland, are the most difficult certification challenge.
services to accommodate this growth is absorbed lg- L
cally, raising property values and taxes and making ciiEO learn more about the Green Certification process,

difficult for long-time residents of an area to remain COMact MDC for a copy of the Quabbin report, or write

Environmentally, sprawl is fragmenting habitat, alter0 Stacy Brown, Regional Coordinator - Smart Wood

ing hydrology, and removing valuable soils from Ioro_Program, NWF Northeast Natural Resource Center,

duction 58 State Street, Montpelier, VT 05602. Recommended
' further reading include€ertification of Forest Prod-
How is sprawl affecting your communit? ucts: Issues and Perspectives, 1996, Island Press, ISBN
Brandon Kibbe is the Outreach Coordinator of the Pure Water Stew- 1_55963_494_4

ardship Program which is a cooperative effort between the Mass. ~Thom Kyker-Snowman is the MDC Natural Resources Specialist at
Watershed Coalition and the Worcester County Conservation District.  the Quabbin Reservoir. He can be contacted at (413) 323-7254

Downstream is produced twice annually by the Metropoli-
tan District Commission/ Division of Watershed Management
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inform the public about Watershed Protection activities, pro-
vide a conduit for public input, and promote environmen-
tally responsible land management practices.
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And Anothet Thing...

Contributors: Thom Kyker-Snowman
Brandon Kibbe
Jim French
James E. Taylor
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They do nice work. You can’t
even see their teeth marks!




For YouR INFORMATION. ... PAGE(4)
A reader acke:

Q: If my land is purchased by the MDC/DWM for watershed protection, how do | know that it won’t be
sold for development someday?

A: When land is purchased by the Commonwealth for watershed protection, it is given a special protected
status under Article 97 of the State Constitution. This land cannot be converted to any other non-conservation
purpose without gaining a 2/3 vote of the legislature. With current awareness of the importance of open space
preservation, that is about as sure a thing as you can get to permanantly keeping the land in its natural state.

This newsletter is published twice a year and includes articles of interest to landowners and residents of the MDC Dhasérsheid
Management watershed system communities. You are encouraged to contact us if you wish to learn more about programscand assista
available to help landowners. We value the contribution your well cared for land provides and welcome the opportunityitb yark

Please send us questions or comments which we will address in subsequent newsletters. Our address is;

DOWNSTREAM
180 Beaman Street
West Boylston, MA 01583
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The Quiﬁhapoxett River, a tributary
to The Wachusett Reservoir




